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Updates made to this D-memo 
This D-memo has been updated to:
· merge the policy for Departmental Memoranda D10-14-38 and D10-14-58 that deal with furniture importations, and
· reflect plain language and accessibility considerations.
[bookmark: _Another_subheading_use][bookmark: _Another_subheading_[HEADING][bookmark: _Replacing_your_Pleasure][bookmark: _Legislation][bookmark: _Guidelines_and_General]Guidelines 
1. It is a reality of modern commerce that, for ease of transport, goods may be ordered and purchased as a complete good but shipped unassembled (never having been assembled) or disassembled (knocked down) and assembled in their final form after importation. In the case of goods imported to be re-sold, the final assembly may be done before or after the retail sale to the end consumer.
2. The term “knocked down” in shipping refers to goods, like furniture, machinery, or vehicles, that have been disassembled or taken apart into smaller components for ease of transport.
3. The two scenarios in which an unassembled or disassembled piece of furniture is shipped are:
· Scenario 1 - All parts that make up the piece of furniture are presented in a single shipment. For example, the tops, legs and hardware for six complete tables form a single shipment at the time of importation.
· Scenario 2 - Certain parts are imported in one shipment while the remaining parts are imported in one or more separate shipments. For example, the tops for six complete tables are imported as a single shipment with the legs and hardware being imported a week later as a separate shipment.
4. Explanatory Notes (V), (VI), (VII), (VIII) and (IX) to General Interpretive Rule (GIR) 2(a) provide guidance with respect to articles that are presented unassembled or disassembled.
[bookmark: _Definitions_[optional]][bookmark: _Tariff_Classification_Policy]Tariff Classification Policy – Furniture Pieces
5. Goods described by Scenario 1 are to be considered articles presented unassembled or disassembled and, in accordance with GIR 2(a), are classified as if they were completely assembled. GIR 2(a) does not apply to goods described by Scenario 2.
6. Goods described by Scenario 2 are classified individually.  In that example, each shipment is considered separate, and the parts are classified individually. 
7. Individual parts that are imported as replacement parts, or to be used to manufacture furniture in Canada, are to be classified individually.
[bookmark: _Furniture_Sets]Tariff Classification Policy - Furniture Sets
8. Furniture sets consist of two or more individual pieces of furniture.
9. In order to classify a set by GIR 3(b), it must be considered a “set for retail sale”. Goods marketed as “furniture sets" qualify as "sets for retail sale" only if the individual pieces:
(a)  are designed for use together in a specific room/locale, such as a kitchen, dining room, living room or bedroom, or for a specific function, such as an office environment; 
(b) are generally manufactured from the same materials; and
(c) are put up in a manner suitable for sale directly to end users without repacking.
Note: The pieces also usually have a common or complementary styling (e.g., Swedish Modern or French Provincial).
10.  A Compendium of Classification Opinion of the Harmonized System Committee (CO 9403.60/1) of the World Customs Organization established that the number of boxes is a factor in how a furniture set is classified. Depending on the shipping requirements, they may enter Canada in a single box or in two or more boxes.
11. For example, a "furniture set" consisting of a table and several chairs, that meets the criteria set out in paragraph 9, can be considered a "set for retail sale" if it is packaged in a single box.  It would be classified as a single good, under the heading appropriate for the furniture piece that gives the "furniture set" its essential character, by application of GIR 3(b) or, if no essential character can be determined, then by application of GIR 3(c). 
12. If the same "furniture set" is packaged in more than one box, it is not considered to be a "set for retail sale" for classification by GIR 3. Consequently, the table and chairs would have to be classified separately, as individual furniture pieces.
13. It is important to note that the determination of the "essential character" of a "set for retail sale" required by GIR 3(b) is made on a case-by-case basis, taking into consideration all of the characteristics of the specific goods. Some of the characteristics that may be considered include functionality, durability, quality, material composition and relative value.
[bookmark: _Additional_Information]14. A furniture "set for retail sale" can be imported assembled, unassembled, or disassembled, in accordance with GIR 2(a).
[bookmark: _Additional_Information_1]Additional Information
15. Procedures to obtain an advance ruling for tariff classification of goods are outlined in Memorandum D11-11-3 Advance Rulings for Tariff Classification.
[bookmark: _Appendix_[optional]][bookmark: _References]References 
Consult these resources for further information.
[bookmark: _Applicable_legislation]Applicable legislation 
· Customs Tariff
Superseded memoranda D
· D10-14-38 dated March 23, 2006
· D10-14-58 dated March 3, 2014
Issuing office 
Tariff Classification, Origin and Valuation Division
Trade Programs and Operations Directorate
Commercial and Trade Branch
[bookmark: _Contact_us]Contact us
Contact border information services
[bookmark: _Related_links_[optional]]Related links 
· D11-11-3 Advance Rulings for Tariff Classification
· D10-13-1 Tariff Classification of Goods
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